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pressed me so hard to his breast that lie almost squeezed the
breath out of me. And the exalted naval officers who had come
to take.4, leave and who hud heard my grandfather's words
grasped me warmly by the hand.

After I had once a^uin thanked my grandfather with faltering
words, 1 withdrew into the compartment in which the Generals
in attendance were silting with the War Minister, General
Bnmsart von Sehelleiuloiif. To General von Albedyll's inquiry
what hud happened on the platform of so pleasant a character,
1 informed him of the distinction I had received. Whereon
with hearty good wishes he shook hands with me. And his
colleagues also cordially congratulated me. Only General
von Bnmsart read a document without taking any notice of
the occurrence. When I made the announcement to him,
too, ho looked at mu over his pince-nez and said with cool
indifference : " All, dear mo, you take an interest in that sort
of thing/' and continued reading.

General von Bronsart belonged to the group of older Prussian
generals who cannot understand the value of sea-power and
a strong navy. They look rather on the navy as an
appendage to the army, and regard the money spent on it as
wrongfully abstracted from the army. This attitude was in
itself not strange to me ; but, in view of his recent grossly
'expressed want of interest in the navy I could not check
myself from pointing out to the War Minister that the navy
was the legitimate sister-arm of the army, and upheld the
honour of the German flag abroad. It was, 1 said, in my
opinion high time that the army, too, should take an interest
in that kind of thing. Having said my say 1 left the
compartment.

For the want of sympathy in the army for the navy, the
peculiar development of the officer corps of the old Prussian
Navy was perhaps to blame. In comparison with the army
it remained remarkably backward, since, for the most part, the
commanders of ships were former mercantile-marine captains,
called " Stiirkes " or steersmen* They thoroughly understood
everything concerning navigation, sailing and seamanship, but
could know little of what was to be expected from officers and
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